.moving into the 21st century

Reaching Consensus

High-quality mathematics education requires national
consensus on objectives and standards, leaving wide lati-
tude for local variation in means of implementation. With-
out common standards, different communities will move in
different directions, inevitably widening the gap in mathe-
matical power available to children raised and educated in
different circumstances. National consensus on common ob-
jectives should make possible policies that will ensure that
all students benefit equally from the opportunities provided
by mathematics.
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Building national consensus is the first step
in renewal of school mathematics.

Although pressure for change is high, little consensus exists
on what mathematics students ought to learn now, much
less on what they will need for the future. Lack of national
focus has created such disparities among standards that it
is difficult to discuss curricula in meaningful and productive
contexts. Teachers have received such mixed signals that
even the best of them often do not know which choices to
make in those few classes where they have some discretion
over what to teach.

The new Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for School
Mathematics, being published in early 1989 by the National
Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), focuses na-
tional attention on specific objectives for school mathemat-
ics. That report, the draft of which has been reviewed ex-
tensively by teachers and the public, has received widespread
support in the mathematical and educational communities.
It represents the first effort ever to establish national expec-
tations for school mathematics.

In keeping with American school traditions, the Standards
report is not the result of government edict, but the product

89